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4. Other lssues

| recently had the privilege of sitting on an expert panel to consider a better way of determining
Catastrophic Brain Injury other than the Glasgow Coma Scale (GCS) which is widely known to
be a highly ineffective tool for prognosis. The fact that it was never intended to forecast
functional outcome after Brain Injury, combined with the fact that its use is either totally or
partially limited in situations where the injured party has been drinking or using drugs or is
intubated makes the search for new determinants justified. This panel, representing medical and
scientific personnel from a wide range of disciplines was funded jointly by the Ontario
Neurotrauma Foundation and the Insurance Bureau of Canada. The panel met for a full day to
discuss the shortcomings of the GCS and suggest alternative tools or procedures. Then a highly
qualified team was sent away to do a Literature search to determine the efficacy of the various
methods suggested. Two months later, the panel was reconvened and presented with an
overview of the findings of the Literature search. After considerable deliberation a series of
recommendations were made. I and my colleagues on the panel believe that the
recommendations reflect the most current scientific knowledge and would, indeed, provide a
more reliable prognosis for long term functional outcomes than the current reliance on the GCS.
We further believe that these recommendations would provide better outcomes for a broader
range of injured persons because they would facilitate more timely interventions without
significant increased cost.

Unfortunately, | am not at liberty to share those recommendations with you because the
Insurance Bureau of Canada wants the findings kept out of the Public Domain until after July
I4th 2008 which, coincidentally, is the deadline for these submissions. 1 would, however, alert
you to the fact that the final paper made the point that the recommendations should be taken as a
whole. In fact, if someone were to “cherry pick™ from among the recommendations grave
injustices could occur that could result in untold misery for injured persons and increased costs
for the Public Health Care System.

RECOMMENDATION: If there is a move to change the method of determining the
catastrophic designation in cases of Brain Injury the Review Panel should demand to see the
document entitled “Evidence Based Classification of Brain Impairment: Application To
Catastrophic Impairment Classification — Results of a Consensus Panel.”



